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" I havt here a nosegay of culled fiowers, and liave "brougiit you 
nothing of my o-wn biit the atxing "w^hieh ties them." 



Under the designation of " Warrington Worthies," I offer to ray 
friends a collection of Projilety of each distinguished characters, (more 
especially in the department of literature,) as by their birth or prolonged 
residence at Warrington, have become more or less identified with the 
history of the town. The accomplishment of this end has been attended 
with no slight amount of trouble and difficulty; sufficient, indeed, to 
convince me that the lapse of another twenty years would have rendered 
impossible a work of which I now view the completion with feelings of 
equal pride and pleasure. 

The few biographical notet which follow are too short and circum- 
stantial to call for any lengthened preliminary. I wish them to be regarded 
H.S mere accessaries to the portraits, serving only as a string to hind them 
together, and to connect the whole, however inadequately, with the history 
of my native town. 

JAMES KENDRICK. 
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WARRINCTON WORTHIES. 



JOHN AlKm, D. D. Bom in London, Dec. 28, 1713. An eminent 
dissenting divine, who shortly after the opening, in the year 1757, of the 
Warrington Academy for the education of young men of every religiotu 
denomination for the Christian ministry, or as laymen, was selected by the 
trustees to fill the office of classical tutor. On the death of Dr, John Taylor, 
in the spring of 1761, Dr. Aikin succeeded to the chair of divinity professor, 
which he occupied until his death at Wanington, Dec. 14, 1780. 

ANNA umriA AIKIN. (Mrs. Barhauld,) Bom at Kibworth, 
Leicestershire, June 20, 1743. The well-known authoress of ' Hymns in 
Prose;' * Early Lessons,' Ssc, Resident at Warrington from 1758 to 1774, 
in which year she married the Bev. Bochemont Barbauld, of Palgrave, 
Suffolk. She died at Stoke Newington, near London, Mar. 9, 1825. 

JONN AUUNf M.D. Also bom at Kibworth, Jan. 15, 1747. An 
elegant poet, and author of ' A Description of the Countiy Thirty to Forty 
Miles round Manchester;* 'General Biography;' 'Evenings at Home;' 
' Letters to a Son,' &c. Dr. Aikin was a resident practitioner at Warrington, 
from 1771 to 1784, during a part of the time lecturing on Natural History 
at the Academy, He died at Stoke Newington, Dec. 7, 1822. 

ARTHUR AIKIN, P4..S., P.a«., AO. Bom at Warrington, May 
10, 1773. Author of a ' Manual of Mineralogy, ;' < A Tour through North 
Wales and Shropshire' ; and (in conjunction with his brother Charles R. 
Aikin,) 'A Dictionazy of Chemistxy aud Mineralogy.' Mr. Aikin was for 
many years Secretary to the Society of Arts, and Lecturer on Chemistiy at 
Guy's Hospital, which office he resigned when approaching his eightieth 
year. He died in London, April 15, 1854. 
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LUOY AIKIN* Born at Warrington, in the year 1761. The aoront- 
plished anthoresR of * Memoirs ' of her father Dr. Aikin ; * Memoirs of the 
Courts of Queen Elizabeth, James 1st, Charles 1st,' &c. She also edited 
the works of her aunt, Jlfr«. Barbauld, with a memoir prefixed. Mims Aikin 
now resides at Hampstead, near London. 

OHARLIS ROOHIMONT AIKIN, M. R. O. 8. Ls Bom at WarringU)n, 
Aug. 25, 1775. Became a general practitioner in London. The joint 
author, as already stated, of a * Dictionary of Chemistry and Mineralogy.' 
He married Anne, eldest daughter of the lUv, Gilbert Wakefield, and died 
in Bloomsbury Square, London, Mar. 20, 1H47. 

IDMUND AIKIN. f No profile knotvn.) Bom at Warrington, Oct. 2, 
17^0. Author of several articles, in the class of Civil Architecture, in 
Dr. Rees's Encyclopaedia, and of an Essay on Modem Architecture, and on 
the Doric Order, in the Transactions of the London Architectural Society, 
Also * Designs for Villas ;' and an * Essay on St. Paul's Cathedral.' 
Mr. Aikin settled at Liverpool, and was the architect of the Wellington 
Assembly Ilooms, Mount Pleasant. He died at the house of his father, at 
Stoke Newington ^lar. 11, 1820. 

THOIMAS BARNES. D. O. Born at Warriusrton, Feb. 13, 174T. For 
many years an eminent dissenting minister at Cross Street Chapel, Man- 
chester. He was one of the founders of tJie Literary and Philosophical 
Society of that city, and on the removal of the Academy from Warrington 
to Manchester in 1788, was appointed principal, an office which he held 
until the year 1708. Dr. Barnes died at Manchester, June 27, 1810. 

THOiRAS BYRTH, D. D., P. 9. A. Bom at Devonport, Sept, 11, 
1703. A learned and eloquent divine of the Church of England. Incumbent 
of St. James's, Warrington, from 1827 to 1834, when he accepted the living 
of Wallasey, Cheshire. He died at Wallasey, Oct 28, 1840. 

ANNI BLAQKBURNI. Bom at Orford Hall, Warrington, in the year 
1740. An enthusiastic naturalist, the friend and correspondent of LinnsBus, 
who named after her one of the American Warblers, (Sylvia Blackhumia.) 
John lieinhold Forater, the circumnavigator, also named in her honor a 
genus of New Holland plants, (Blaekhumia.) After a long and useful 
life she died at her house, Fairfield, Warrington, Dec. 30, 1793. 

QEOROI OROSFIELD. Bom at Warrington, May 26, 1785. A much 
p.s/eemed member of the Society of Friends. Resident slK Warrington 
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until the year 1813, when he removed to Lancaster, and in 1810 to 
Liverpool. A clever and observing botanist, author of the * Calendar of 
Flora for the year 1809 ;' ' Memoirs of Samnel Fothergill ;' and editor of 
' William Thompson's Letters,' with a memoir prefixed. Mr. Grosfield died 
at Liverpool, Dec. 16, 1847. 

NICHOLAS CLAYTON. D. D. Bom at Enfield Old Park, Middlesex, 
in the year 1778. A highly gifted Presbyterian divine, minister of the 
Octagon Chapel, Liverpool. On the death of Dr. Aikin in 1780, Dr. Clayton 
was appointed divinity professor in the Warrington Aectdemy, bnt his 
connection with it ceased on its removal to Manchester. He afterwards 
ministered at Nottingham, and tbe last two years of his life were spent at 
Liverpool, where he died; May 20, 1797. 

OILK9 CHIPPINDALL. Bom at Ulverstone, Lancashire, in the year 
1759. Curate of Winwick, near Warrington. Mr. Chippindall was one of 
the earliest promoters of the Warrington Lastitution, a Society established 
in the year 1812, for the cultivation of Science, Literature, and the Arts, and 
so long as it lasted was one of its Vice-Presidents. He died at Winwick, 
Oct 10, 1823. 

WILLIAM BNFItLD, LL.D. Bom at Sudbury, Suffolk, Mar. 29, 
174L The well-known compiler of *The Speaker,' and author of the 
*■ History of Liverpool ;' many volumes of ' Sermons,' and other works 
on elocution. In 1770 he was elected tutor in heUes Uttrei, and rector 
aecidemia at the Warrington Academy, in which and other lectureships he 
continued until its removal in 1783, he himself remaining for two years 
longer at Warrington, in charge of the Presbyterian congregation. Pr« 
Enfield died at Norwich, Nov. 3, 1797. 

WILLIAM lYRCS* Bom at Warrington early in 1734. One of tlie 
best printers of his day, not excepting the metropolitan press. As specimens 
of the beautiful typography which issued from the Warrington Press, whilst 
under his management, we have Dr. Aikin's * Translation of the life of 
AgricoU, by Tacitus, 1774 ;' ' Howard's Stote of Prisons in England, 1777 ;' 
and on ' Lazerettos, 1 789 ;' and Watson's * History of the Houkc of 
Warren, 1782;' the last of which is designated by Oilbert Wakefield^ as 
** perhaps the most accurate specimen of typography ever produced by any 
press." Mr. Eyres died at Warrington, Sep. 14, 1809. 

JOHN PITCHKTT. Bom at Liverpool, Sept. 21, 1776. Author of 
< King Alfred, an Epic Poem ;' ' Bewsey, a Poem ;' and a volume of 




;Q2i; 







I 



* Minor Poems.' Mr. Fitchett followed the profes&ion of a solicitor al 
TVarrington, and in the leisure intervals of a very extensive practice found 
opportunities of cultivating his taste for elegant literature. Before his 
death he had accumulated a classic hbrary, which as the work of a private 
individual is unsurpassed in the North of England. It is particularlj rich 
in works on English History and Poetry, more especially illustrative of the 
poets of the Elizabethan age. He died at Warrington, Oct 20, 1838. 



JOHN BBMHOU) FOIWTBII, LLJD. A Prussian, bom at Dirschao, 
near Dantzic, Dec. 22, 1729. A celebrated naturalist and circumnavigator. 
For several years he filled the chairs of naturdl hUtory and modem 
languages in the Warrington Academy, and during this period enjoyed the 
friendship of If tM Anne Blackbumej of Orford, near Warrington. In her 
honour he named a genus of New Holland plants Blackbumia, discovered 
on his voyage round the world with Captain Cook in 1 772-74. He died at 
Halle, in December, 1798. 

•AMUIL POTHERQILU Bom at Carr End, Wensleydale, Yorkshire, 
Sept 9, 1715. A faithful and highly-gifted minister in the Society of Friends. 
Ue appears to have become a resident at Warrington at the close of the 
year 1736, and with the exception of occasions upon which his duties as a 
minister called for his absence, he remained here until his death. His 
Memoirs, and Selections from his Correspondence, were published by 
Geonge Crosfield in 1843. Mr. Fothergill died at Warrington, June 15, 1772. 

THOMAS KIRKLAND QLAZCBROOK* P. L. 8. Bom at Ashby de U 
Zouch, Leicestershire, June 4, 1780. Author of a ' History of Southport, 
Lancashire;' 'lissa;' 'A Chronological List of Trades,' d:c. Src, Mr. 
Glazebrook was resident at Warrington untU the year 1835. Here his social 
qualifications, and general usefulness in aid of the public institutions of the 
town have secured him the affectionate regard of all who know him. He 
now resides at Southport 



HOUOHTON. Bom at Hyde, near Stockport, Cheshire, 
in the year 1758. Author of a volume of * Sermons' and ' Essays on the 
Natural Arguments for a Future state.' He became a student at the 
Warrington Academy in Sept, 1773, and in 1778 assisted Dr, Aikin in the 
cUissical professorship. Mr. Houghton subsequently became a very popular 
minister at Norwich, as the colleague of Dr, Enjield, and afterwards at 
Liverpool. He died at Geldestone, Suffolk, Apr. 3, 1824. 
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JOHM HOLT. Born at Bolton, Oct 2flr, 1704. An eminent mathe- 
maldcian. At the commencement of the Warrington Academy in 1797, 
Mr. Holt, then of Kirkdale, near Liverpool, was elected to the chairs of 
mathematici and natural philosophy. The former of these professorships 
he held nntil his death, which took place at Warrington in the early part 
of the year 1772. 

JOHN HARRISON* Bom at Fonldby, Torkshire, in May, 1698, An 
ingenious mechanic, by trade a watchmaker, for some years resident at 
Warrington. He was the inventor of the compefuating pendulum, and in 
1767 received twenty thousand pounds from the government, for a method 
of discovering the longitwU more accurately than had been previously 
known. Hence he was often designated " Longitude Harrison." He 
died in Bed Lion Square, London, in March, 1776. 

«IOHN JAOKSON. Bom at Crosedale Beck, Yorkshire, Dec. 4, 1793. 
A much respected member of the Society of Friends. Author of Puzzles 
and Paradoxes relating to Arithmetic, Geometry, Geography, &o. with their 
Solutions ;' and a frequent contributor on these subjects to the ' Gentlemen's 
and Ladies' Diary,' where his solutions of many very abstrase calculations 
have shewn him to be a clever mathematician. Mr. Jackson opened a 
seminary at Warrington in the year 1821,which he conducted until recently, 
and has retired to a life of quiet repose with the affectionate regard of his 
many pupils and friends. 

JOHN KAY. Bom at '* The Park," near Bury, Lancashire. About the 
middle of the last century he was resident as a clockmaker at Warrington, 
and is here believed to have suggested to Mr. (afterwards Sir Richard) 
Arkwright, in 1767, the use of the fly-shuttle in the weaving of cotton 
fabrics. Meeting with much undeserved opposition in this country, he 
emigrated to Paris, and is supposed to have died there. 

JAMI8 KENDRICK, M.D.| P.L.S. Bom at Warrington, Jan. 14, 
1771. Dr. Ksndrick commenced the practice of medicine at Warrington at 
the close of the year 1793, and throughout a life prolonged to the period 
of seventy-six years and upwai*ds, was unceasing in endeavours to alleviate 
human suffering, and to promote the interests of every charitable and scien- 
tific institution in his native town. In the leisure intervals of his profession, 
he ardentiy pursued the study of natural history, and his claims to remem- 
brance as a botajust have been recognized by Professor Nuttall, in naming 
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after Lira the Rhododendron Kendricku, imported into Kuglaud in lh52, 
from Bootan. (Ann. and Mag. of NtkL Hi$t, v. Xll,^ p. 10.> Dr. Kendrick 
died at Warrington, Nov. 30, lb47. 

piTm UTHUHJUID. Bom at Warrington in 1756. Inventor of the 
latent Lever Watch. Mr. Litberlaud carried on the busmess of a watch- 
maker at Waniuijton until the year 1790, when he removed to Liverpool, 
where he died in the month of December, IHOl. 

BDWARD LLOYD, A. M. Bom at Gljnbrochan, Montgomeryshire, 
iu tlie year 1 750. A much esteemed clergyman of the Church of England; 
a learned and accomplinhed classic. Mr. Lloyd was for forty- two years 
peq>etual cnrate of Sankey, near Wanington, and for a length of time 
Second-Master at the Free Grammar School of Warrington, founded by the 
will of Sir Thomas Boteler, of Bewsey, in the year 1522. On surrendering 
the latter office, Mr. Lloyd opened a private academy at Fairfield, the late 
residence of Mi89 Anne Blackbume, for the education of youths of a higher 
class. He died Dec. 23, 1K13. 

JOHN MACOOWAN. Bora in Scotland, in the year 1725. A well- 
known Baptist minister; author of * Dialogues of Devils;' *The Shaver;' 

* The Canker-Worm,' &c. He was for some years resident at Warrington, 
carrying on the business of a baker, and likewise officiating at the ancient 
chapel of the Baptists at Hill Cliff, near Warrington. Eventually he was 
appointed minister of Devonshire Square Chapel, London, where he died 
Nov. 25, 1780. 

JOSHUA MARSDm. Bom at Warrington, in the year 1777. A 
Wesley an preacher and missionary ; author of * The Narrative of a Mission 
to British North America;' *The Evangelical Minstrel,' <&c. On his 
return to England in 1814« from his mission abroad, he acted as a local 
preacher until a short time before his death, which took place at London, 
Aug. 11, 1837. 

BDWARD OWm,. A. M. Bom in Montgomeryshire, about the year 
1727. For forty years Rector of Warrington, and for fifty years Head -Master 
of the Free Grammar School there. Author of a ' Latin Grammar,' and 

* Vocabulaiy,' * Translations of the Satires of Juvenal, Fersius» and Statins,' 
and several printed * Sermons.' Gilbert Wakejield in hi3 personal * Memoirs' 
says "for propriety, perspipuity, and elegance of expces^on, Mr, Owen has 
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Dot many equals, at a time when good writing is become so general." He 
died at Warrington, in April, 1807. 

TNOHRAS PIRCIVAL, M.D.f P. !!.•.• P. 8. A. Bom at Wamngton, 
Sept 29, 1740. An eminent physician, moral essayist, and philosopher. 
Author of 'A Father's Instnictions to his Children;* * Medical Ethics;* 
Ae. In 1707 Br. Peroival commenced practice in Manchester, and at the 
meetings for scientific enqniiy which took place at his house, originated the 
Literaiy and Philosophical Society of that city, of which he continued 
President for twenty years. H« died at Manchester, Aug. 80, 1804. 

JOUWFH PMBSTLKYv LL.D.9 P.R.S. Bom at Fieldhead, near 
Leeds, Yorkshire, Mar. 1 8, 1738. An eminent natural philosopher, chemist, 
and Presbyterian dirine. Author of a * History of Electricity,' ' Chart of 
Histoiy,' ^0. He is also famous as the discoverer of oxygen, carbonio 
oxide, nitrous oxide, and other gases not previously known, shewing «l80 
their influence in the phenomena of animal and vegetable life. Dr. Priestley 
came to Warrington in 1761 as tutor in elattics and polite Uterahure at the 
Academy, and remained here six years, leaving in Sept, 1767. Some of 
Mn. BarbaulcCi first poems were written in his house, on occasions which 
occurred whilst they were both resident at Warrington. In 1794, Dr. 
Priestley emigrated to America, and died at Northumberland, Pennsylvania, 
Feb. 6, 1804. 

JOHN RYLANDS. Bom at Warrington, Jan. 21, 1771, A strenuous 
and consistent advocate of liberal opinions, but equally respected by his 
fSsUow-townsmen of every political party. Always ready to lend aid to the 
local government and public institutions of Warrington, he will be long 
remembered as one of the first projectors of its Dispensary, as the zealous 
supporter, and chairman of its committee for many years. He died ai 
Warrington, Aug, 28, 1848. 

JONN •lODON. Bom Dec. 8, 1724. Author of " A Form of Prayer, 
and a new Collection of Psalms, for the use of Protestant Dissenters in 
liverpooL" Mr. Seddon, in 1747, became the pastor of the Presbyterian 
congregation in Warrington, and was the original projector of the Aeademif, 
He was likewise the first president of the Warrington Library, established 
in 1768, whichf on its union with the Museum of the Katoral History 
Society, (commenced Nov. 28, 1838,) was the ftnt Free Library and 
Museum thrown open to the public in this country, under the Act 8 and 9 
Vie. c. 48. Mr. Sedd(m died at Warrington, Jan. 22, 1770. 
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JOHN TAYLORi D.D. Bom at Lancaster, in the year 1004. A dis- 
sontiiig divine, tlieological writer, and celebrated classical scholar. Author 
of * A Paraphrase on the Epistle to the Bomans ;* * A Key to the Apostolic 
Writings ;' • Scripture Doctrine of Original Sin ;' * Scripture doctrine of 
the Atonement;' 'A Hebrew Concordance,' 6rc. At the opening of the 
Warrinpton Academy, Dr. Taylor, tlien of Norwich, was selected to fill the 
chair of divinity^ including the classics : his connection with the institution 
was, however, cut short by his death, which took place Mar. 5, 1761. 

WILLIAM THOMPSON. Bom at Macclesfield, Cheshire, Jan. 20, 
17iU. Of very humble origin, William Thompson was aided and en- 
couraf^cd by gentlemen of Warrington and its neighbourhood to pursue his 
desire for literary and religious knowledge. By their influence he was also 
eventually established as a village schoohnaster at Penkcth, near Warring- 
ton. A selection from his beautiful letters, and accompanWng memoir by 
George Cronjield^ was published aft^r his death. He died at Penketh, Feb. 
», 1H17. 

JAMIS TOPPINQ. Bom at Warrington, April .><3, 1750. A Bencher 
of the Inner Temple, and for many years one of His Majesty's Counsel. 
A leader of the Bar on the Northern Circuit, and Attorney-General for the 
Counties Palatine of Lancaster and Durham. Mr. Topping was at one time 
jiwniber for Liskeard, and subsequently for Northallerton. He died at 
WhfttfToft Hall, his seat in Cheshire, Jan. 12, IH21. 

OILBtRT WAKBFIILD, B.A. Bom at Nottingham, Feb. 22, 1750. 
An acfomplished classical scholar, critic, and commentator. Author of 
' A New Translation of the First Papistic to tlie Thessalonians,* and of the 
' Gospel of St. Matthew ;' of an edition of * Lucretius, with Variorum Notes :' 
*Silvu Critica;' &c, Mr. Wakefield came to reside at Warrington in 
August, 1779, as cUusical tutor at tlie Academy, and remained here until 
its close in 1783. After an eventful life he died in London, Sept. 9, 1801. 

JOHN WATKINS. Bom at Warrington. *' Honest John Watkins" 
was for many years engaged at Warrington, in the business of smelting 
copper from the ore and thereby, in connection with the industry of his 
father, acquired a fortune which enabled him, besides munificent benefac- 
tions during his life-time to the Warrington Blue Coat School, and Ladies' 
School for Girls, to endow them at his death with permanent sources of 
income. He died at Ditton, near WarringU^n, Apr. 25, 1821, aged 81 years. 
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WILLIAM WILSON. Born at Warrington, June 7, 1709. A botanist 
well known for minuteness and acooracy, more particnlarly in the micros- 
copic examination of the cryptogamic flora, Mr. Wilson is the discoTerer 
of several species new to Britain, and his claims to distinction as a botanist 
have been recognized by Sir William J. Hooker in naming after him a Fern 
(Hymenophyllnm Wilioni); by Mr. Borrer a Bose (Eosa WiUoni); and a 
Fongus (Sepedoniom TTilfom), by Mr. Thomas G. Eylands. Mr. Wilson 
named and classified the Mosses for Dr. Joseph Hooker's ' Flora of the 
Antarctic Regions,* and is engaged, in connection with Sir W. J. Hooker, in 
publishing a work on the ' British Mosses.' 

JOHN YATK8. Bom at Bolton, Lancashire, Not. 10, 1755. Author 
of ' A Selection of Hymns for Public Worship;' 'A Sermon on the death 
of the Bev. Thomas Barnes, D. D.' &c. ^c. Mr. Yates in 1777 was 
appointed minister of Key Street Chapel, liveipool, remoying thence, 
together with his congregation, to their new place of worship in Paradise 
Street. He died at his residence at the Dingle, near Liverpool, Nov. 10, 
1826. 
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